


BARN 
DANCE 

WHEN: FRIDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2021  

TIME: 19:30 - 22:30 HRS 

WHERE: CARNIVAL FIELD,  

RIDGEWAY SECONDARY SCHOOL,  

EVESHAM ROAD. 

TICKETS: £5 EACH  

TICKETS IN ADVANCE ONLY 

LICENCED BAR & FOOD AVAILABLE 

For more information or for tickets, please contact  
secretary@astwoodbankcarnival.co.uk or call: 07835 050789 

www.astwoodbankcarnival.co.uk 

 

@ABankCarnival 



 A Letter from the Chair of Carnival...  

I 
 would like to welcome both residents and visitors to the 2021 Astwood Bank 

Carnival. 

The 2020 Covid Pandemic required the cancellation of the July carnival. However, 
this year the Astwood Bank Community Group (ABCG) committee members felt 

that a further year should not pass without holding an event within the village, especially 
in light of the number of messages received from the public.  During 2020 other events 

such as The Easter Egg Hunt were able to go virtual by accessing the ABCG website. 

To enable the Carnival to continue in these unprecedented times it has been necessary 
to make a number of short-term changes. So, it now gives me great pleasure to present 

a new slimmer version of the 2021 Carnival, yet till offering a full weekend of exciting events. It is hoped by 
continuing a smaller but still full event, it will support a return to the traditional well-loved carnival next year, as I feel 
sure we would not want to lose it.  Unfortunately, one of the changes made was to be the loss of the very inspiring 
parade (Keep watch on 2022) which triggered a move from the field of SE Davis, to the playing fields at The 

Ridgway School for this year. 

Now to kick start the weekend activities, there will be the normal lively Barn Dance in the marquee on the Carnival 
field on Friday 10th September 2021 start time 19.30. For the evening’s entertainment there will be a live band The 

Life of Riley, a caller, licenced bar and food provided by The Why Not Inn. 

Carnival day celebrations continue on 11th September 2021 at 12.00 noon, on the Ridgeway Secondary School 
Playing Fields.  This year for your amusement there will be a record number of stands, together with the traditional 
choices for eating and drinking that include the Tea Tent, Pimm’s Stall and Bar.  Then for your further enjoyment 
there will the ever-popular Fun Dog Show, Circus Skills, and not forgetting the usual fun fair. The arena events will 

commence at 12.00 to include the headline act of The Vander Wheel of Death Display Team and Falconry Displays. 

The Carnival Finale on Sunday 12th September 2021 will be found at The Why Not Inn, where a selection of family 

fun activities can be enjoyed. 

At this point I would like to express my thanks to the sponsors for this year’s event with special thanks to the Davis 
family for their ongoing support and encouragement despite not using their land this year. My thanks also to 
Ridgeway Secondary School as they have been key to the delivery of this year’s carnival and stepping in ensured 

the slim-line event could be delivered.  

We hope you all have an amazing carnival weekend and we look forward to seeing you at the events.  

Now I would like to take this opportunity to tell you about recent changes within Astwood Bank Community Group 
(ABCG). In 2019 the decision was taken to apply to become a Community Interest Company (CIC), this was to 
support the delivery of activities, projects and events within AB other than the carnival.  This required a change of 
name from Astwood Bank Carnival Committee (ABCC) to Astwood Bank Community Group (ABCG) and created 

the opportunity for further projects such as Astwood Bank in Bloom (ABIB) and the Christmas Lights to evolve. 

I will close, by saying goodbye to Colin & Deborah Bates who are moving from the area. Both Colin and Deborah 
have been on the Carnival team for a number of years. In addition, Colin was the driving force and founding 
member of Astwood Bank in Bloom. Likewise, Jenny Lightfoot former Chairman and long-time supporter of the 
Carnival who stood down from the committee earlier this year. I cannot fully express my appreciation for their 
continued and unfailing support, without such help Astwood Bank Carnival would not have become a central part of 

the calendar.  

All the same, it is with much pleasure I welcome Tessa Hawkes, Matt Connor-Hemming, Steve Connor-Hemming 

and Kiera Jauncey-Rock to the team. 
 

Ashley Hewitt 

Chairman  



LETTERS FROM OFFICIALS 

H 
aving been part of the Carnival Committee since 2014 
and managing the procession for several years now, I 
have really witnessed the huge sense of Community 
which is deeply routed in Astwood Bank. Watching the 

kids and groups build floats from nothing but cardboard and then 
watching these artistic floats come together is one of my favourite 
moments of the year. Carnival is the largest attended event in 
Redditch, you just have to be here to witness the passion, smiles 
and joy which is so prevalent on Carnival Day. I have also been 
part of the Christmas Lights team from the conception of the idea, 
this plan brought the Festive lights to AB in 2018 and to which we 
have grown each year since, we asked for financial support in the 
AB Community Group for "Light Up the Bank" and the response 
was amazing, resulting in the great display we have each in year 

in the festive period. 

Astwood Bank is truly a great place to live, the people, the shops, the clubs, the kids, the schools, the 
pubs and restaurants, the sense of Community spirit and the support for each other, events and 

groups really make our village a great place to live. 

I was proudly elected as Borough Councillor for Astwood Bank and Feckenham in 2018 and also as 
County Councillor for Redditch South in 2021. I was sincerely humbled and grateful to all of those who 
supported me and have tried to always stay true to my pledges. I honestly stood for Councillor 
because I care passionately about Rural Redditch and AB and I wanted to help ensure we maintain 

our great way of life in the villages. 

We all had some tough times throughout Covid-19 but when the challenge came the villages stood up 
and with the AB Neighbours and Feckenham support groups we delivered so many prescriptions, food 
deliveries, friendly calls to those in our communities who needed some help during isolation. I 
remember when the AB neighbours Committee was first formed and in a very short space of time in 
response to lockdown. We knew we needed to get volunteers quickly, one single Facebook post did 

that, within 48 hours hundreds of volunteers came forward, we live in fantastic place. 

During lockdown the daily walks were always a pleasure, a chat over the road, an offer of support in a 
queue, helping neighbours and supporting each other. What a village we have, made better by the 

great displays and bulbs planted by AB in Bloom. 

I have found my home for life and I hope to be an engaging part of the community for many years to 
come. It's good people who make a great communities and we are fortunate to have them in 

abundance. 

Cllr Craig Warhurst. 



T 
he past 18 months have been incredibly difficult for 
Astwood Bank, Redditch and the entire country. For 
weeks we were told to stop seeing our friends and family 
– completely going against our human instinct to want to 

socialise. 

Having visited Astwood Bank a number of times during the 
pandemic to meet with businesses and community leaders, I have 
seen and heard first-hand how the community has pulled together 

since the first lockdown in March last year.  

It was heart-warming and inspiring to hear about the many stories 
of community networks being set-up, residents collecting 
prescriptions and food for their vulnerable neighbours and 
businesses playing their part and placing themselves at the heart 

of the community they serve. Thank you to everyone involved. 

For long periods of time during this pandemic we were forced to 
connect with each other virtually, or when we could see one 

another in person we had to keep our distance. 

I’m so pleased that we can now all come together again and celebrate the community spirit which 

Astwood Bank so brilliantly displayed during this pandemic.  

I hope you enjoy this year’s Carnival and let’s never again take for granted the precious time we get to 

spend with our friends, family and our communities. 

Rachel Maclean MP 

VIRTUAL PENNY DROP 
The lack of the procession this year will undoubtedly 

result in a loss of income and so to try and offset this 

expected fall, there is now the opportunity to drop your 

normal generous pennies into the first Astwood Bank 

Carnival’s Virtual Penny Drop!  

Note this is not a replacement for the Astwood Bank Carnival and our 

fantastic programme of events will still continue on the Carnival Field at 

Ridgeway Secondary School taking place on 11th September 2021 from 12 

noon.  

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/astwood-bank-carnival-

virtual-penny-drop  

For more information please visit 
www.astwoodbankcarnival.co.uk or contact us at 

chair@astwoodbankcarnival.co.uk  

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/astwood-bank-carnival-virtual-penny-drop
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/astwood-bank-carnival-virtual-penny-drop


ASTWOOD BANK CARNIVAL BENEFITING ORGANISATIONS 2019 
 

Every year we give the excess money we make from Carnival events to local, and some 
national, charities and organisations. Individual amounts handed out ranged from £50 to 

£700 and totalled almost £6000.00  

These were awarded at our annual Open Meeting in 2019. Join us on Thursday January 
20th 2022 at Ridgeway Secondary School to support your charities and local 

organisations as they receive their cheques and look back on what will have been 
another fantastic year of fundraising for fun!   

In addition to the above we also invest in Astwood Bank in Bloom and additional monies 
were spent on the ‘Light up the Bank’ Christmas Light Campaign.   

The meeting also reviews the year’s events and we are always keen to gather thoughts 
on future events. 

   1st Crabbs Cross Guides    -  £375 

  1st Redditch Girls and Boys Brigade  -  £250 
  ABSafety      -  £175 
  Air Ambulance     -  £275 
  Astwood Bank Operatic Society   -  £500 
  Astwood Bank Primary School   -  £600 
  Astwood Bank Scouts    -  £375 
  Astwood Bank Welfare Association  -  £300 
  Girl Guiding Astwood Bank   -  £500 
  Redditch District Explorers    -  £500 
  Redditch Nightstop     -  £250 
  Ridgeway Secondary School   -  £700 
  Studley First Responders    - £400 
  Where Next Association    -  £175 
 

In addition to the above we also invest in Astwood Bank in Bloom and additional  
monies were spent on the Astwood Bank In Lights campaign. 

 

SUPPORTED ORGANISATIONS 2021 
 

The closing date for this year’s funding applications is 30th November 2021 
 

Please contact the Astwood Bank Community Group Chairman, Ashley Hewitt   
on chair@astwoodbankcarnival.co.uk for more information on how to apply. 

 



@ABankCarnival 

ASTWOOD BANK COMMUNITY GROUP 
EVENT DIARY 

 

10th September 2021   
Barn Dance at Ridgeway Secondary School Field  

 

11th September 2021   
Carnival - Ridgeway Secondary School Field 

 

12th September 2021 
Carnival Finale - The Why Not Inn   

 

22nd October 2021   
History evening at Ridgeway Secondary School 

 

29th - 31st October 2021   
Halloween Tail 

 

12th November 2021   
Bingo Night at Astwood Bank Primary School 

 

27th November 2021   
Christmas Lights Switch On and combined Christmas Event with AB Club 

 

18th December 2021   
Carols in the Park, venue to be decided 

 

4th February 2022   
Quiz Night, venue to be decided 







Astwood Bank in Bloom 
Astwood Bank in Bloom was formed in 2015 with a small group of about 12 villagers. Over the years 
the project has grown, and we now have 30 regular volunteers. The extra numbers have enabled the 
increased planting around the village, with 3 tier planters, road sign troughs, beds created where 
possible and the large and impactive display at the traffic lights. However, it is not only the formal 

displays, but numerous areas have also received the Bloom ‘treatment’! 

You may notice that there are now dog poo bag dispensers dotted around, these were made by a 
talented local man.  There is also a ‘mass bulb planting’ each Autumn, most green spaces (where 
practicable) burst into Bloom each Spring. In recent months Bloomers have also organised a litter pick 
around the village. All this activity helps to make Astwood Bank a wonderful place to live. 

 

The corner of Feckenham Road at Church Road  
This area looks particularly good in the Spring as it is packed with 
lovely Daffodils, followed in the summer with the 3-tier planter and 
abundant troughs. Many thanks to the ‘Bloom’ residents who look 
after this, including mowing when required.  
 

Hoopers Triangle (Hoopers Lane at High Street)  
This was a rather neglected and overgrown area, although the 
bones of the garden were present. Bloom set to work clearing, 
digging and cutting back. The bed has been re-established with 
fresh plants, a 3-tier planter, troughs and thanks to a ‘Bloomer’ a 
bespoke planter for the road sign. Again, it is thanks to those who 
live close-by who manage and mow the area.  
 

Overdale Park (Overdale Close and Chapel Street)  
This has been perhaps the most ambitious project so far. The 
Park is a lovely quiet oasis, and a favourite walk with the local dog 
owners. Bloom made a successful bid for funding from Natural 
Networks (Worcester CC, Worcester Wildlife Trust and the EU). 
Under the guidance of the Wildlife Trust the Park has become a 
haven for wildlife, with bird and bat boxes, a hedgehog home and 
even a home for reptiles! Some non-native species of plants have 
been replaced with native, and approximately 3,000 bulbs have 
been planted including bluebells, snowdrops, and the indigenous 
daffodil. There is a lot of ongoing work with regular ‘maintenance 
mornings’ of volunteers to keep it looking lovely. Bloom have also 
enhanced the existing Orchard within the Park (Chapel Street 

entrance), with Apples, Pears and Plum trees. Friends of Bloom have constructed and sited a herb 
planter which we have stocked. Fruit from the Orchard and the herb planter are intended for the 
residents to harvest, a truly ‘Community Orchard’. 
 

 



Our grateful thanks go to Redditch Borough Council and Botany Bay 
Nurseries whose support, help and advice has been essential in 

making the project what it is today.  

An essential aspect of Bloom is to raise funds for the work to continue, 
especially the buying of plants and bulbs. We are grateful to be able to 
have stalls at the annual Astwood Bank Club Flower and Produce 
Show and the Carnival where we sell plants and other goodies. Every 
3 years we organise an Open Gardens event along with a Flower 
Festival at St Mattias & St George Church. The next one is the 14th & 
15th May 2022. Come along and enjoy the 20+ gardens that are open 

for you to wander around.  

 
 

Finally, we cannot do what we do without people; if you have some time to spare to join us we are 
always looking for more help. You can be involved as little or as much as you want; there are jobs for 

everyone! 

For more information about anything to do with Bloom or indeed to volunteer please contact: 
tessa.hawkes@astwoodbankcg.co.uk. 

 
Astwood Bank in Bloom 

Mass Bulb Planting 
Sunday 17th October 2021 

Meeting Place, Overdale Park, Overdale Close, Astwood Bank 

Please email: tessa.hawkes@astwoodbankcg.co.uk  
to book your places. 



A happy and safe place to encourage independence and confidence building, 

through a range of activities that will develop a child’s curiosity.  

At Astwood Smiles Nursery the dedication and 

commitment of our staff ensures children reach their full 

potential with the highest standard of childcare. 

We understand just how difficult it can be for you to choose the right 

nursery for your child, especially with the stressful demands of 

modern working life. If you’re currently trying to find safe and caring 

childcare for your little one, Astwood Smiles Nursery in Redditch 

offers everything you could want. 

 Our team of qualified and experienced nursery staff work together 

to create a secure, friendly and cosy environment that provides 

lots of stimulation for your little one, and leaves you confident to 

place your child in your care every day. We believe that a happy 

child makes a contented parent, and our nursery has been 

designed to cater to your child’s needs. 

 Places available for babies, toddlers and pre-school. 

 Term time only pre-school places also available. 

 Provider of Astwood Bank Primary School before and after school 

club, also with Holiday club. 

Creating a positive and stimulating environment that will encourage 

learning and development. 

Working as a community where everyone is valued, supported and 

respected. 

Call now to arrange a viewing of our lovely air-conditioned nursery - 

01527 892712  

www.astwoodsmiles.co.uk 

Astwood Smiles Nursery proud to support Astwood Bank Carnival 

http://www.astwoodsmiles.co.uk




FUN DOG SHOW 
Saturday 11th September 2021 

Carnival Field, Ridgeway Secondary School, Astwood Bank  
 

12.00 for Registration, Classes open from 13.00 
 

Our famous Carnival Fun Dog Show is back for another year. So, bring along your 
pooches to the Carnival field on Carnival Day and enter them in to classes  

detailed below. This is a fun-filled   attraction for all the family - and your pet! 

All dogs that come first in any class will go forward to the Best in Show Class. 
  

Classes include;   
1. Best Rescue,  2. Waggiest Tail,  3. Goldie Oldie (8+),  4. Prettiest Bitch,  

5. Handsomest Dog,  6. Child Handler (16 years and under),  
7. Cutest Puppy (3 to 12 months),  8. Best Condition,  9. Best Crossbreed, 

10. Judges Favourite.  

Best In Show (winners of categories from 1 - 10)  
 

Sponsored by 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL DOGS MUST BE ON LEADS. ANTISOCIAL DOGS WILL BE EVICTED!  
 

  



Carnival Field Events 
Vander - Double Wheel of Death  

The best aerial stunt act in Europe! 

A brilliant crowd puller and a great feature at 
any show. 50ft at its highest point the Vander 

team run, skip, juggle and even go 
blindfolded on the outside of the wheel 
during their mesmerising stunt display.  

 

This is a truly adrenalin fueled act that will 
leave you with your heart in your mouth.   

 

 
 
 

 

 

There is fun for all the family to be had on the Carnival Field. From large scale acts, 
falconry displays, amazing dancers, fabulous Martial Artists, awesome Vintage Cars, 
brilliant Circus Skills workshops and much more! We cannot wait to see you there! 

Make sure you can come along from 12-4pm on Saturday 11th September 2021 
Carnival Field, Ridgeway Secondary School and join in the fun.  

Arden Falconry  
Arden Falconry will show you a range of different birds of prey providing you with an 
informative display in the area and static display at the Carnival Field throughout the 

day, for all to enjoy. 



Refreshment Marquee & Entertainment 
Open Carnival Day  12.00 till end of event  

Carnival Field, Ridgeway Secondary School. 

The ‘Why Not Inn’@thecarnival will play host to an ever-growing variety of local talent that will be 
performing throughout Carnival Day with a fantastic programme of entertainment. 

All of this entertainment is FREE, yes FREE!   
We have ice cold beers and ciders for your enjoyment along with a host of wines, soft drinks  

and the usual bar snacks! Refreshments will also be available with our friends from Astwood Bank 
Operatic Society serving hot and cold drinks, sandwiches and cakes in the Tea Tent.   

Our incredibly hardworking bar staff would like you to show appreciation of their untiring efforts 
throughout the Carnival weekend.  

Open Carnival Day, 12.00 till end of the event, Carnival Field, Ridgeway Secondary School.  

 

 

The ever popular and 
talented local folk/rock  
band will be playing a 

unique selection of 
original and classic songs 

in the beer tent on the 
carnival field this year in 

support of Astwood  
Bank Carnival. 

 
So why not pop in for a  
drink or two, listen to a 
few tunes and check out 

the merchandise. 



  PLEASE NOTE: 

 There is limited parking available at the Carnival Field. 

 When you arrive onsite you will be directed by our team of traffic stewards.   

 All dogs MUST be kept on a lead on the Carnival field.  

 Do not bring your own alcohol onto site, as the Carnival is a licensed event.  

 Only alcohol purchased at the Carnival bars may be consumed onsite.  

 Please use bins provided and try not to litter the field as it will really help with the 
clean up operation for the carnival team!  

  

 Many Thanks from the Carnival Committee. 

This year we are pleased that so many of our 
previous participants have linked up with us 
again.  
  

We have the pocket money games in the Youth 
Zone which always attract a huge crowd with the 
smaller members of the family as well as our 
funfair including Hook-A-Duck, Giant Inflatable 
Slides and the ever popular stalls.  
  

For those of you who prefer browsing around, 
we have a magnificent number of craft and 
community stalls to keep you occupied. From 
community interest stalls to home made crafts, 
there really is an abundance of outlets to choose 
from, so take your time and have a good look 
around! 
  

If it is something more traditional you are looking 
for then we have a number of original games 
stalls, face painting and pony rides.  
  

As you all know, it is important that you stay fed 
and watered throughout the day and once more, 
the marquee will be housing the Why Not Inn 
@thecarnival opening time 12pm-4pm.  

Refreshments will also be available with our 
friends from Astwood Bank Operatic Society 
serving hot and cold drinks, sandwiches and 
cakes in the Tea Tent.   

Around the Carnival field there will be a selection 
of other refreshment vendors, including Indian 
snacks, burger and hot dog vans, ice creams and 
doughnuts. 

Finally if you do encounter a problem then 
Studley First Responders will be on hand to 
patch you up. Likewise our Community Police 
Officers will be roaming the field to deal with any 
issues. Failing that, then please speak to one of 
the Carnival organisers (wearing a Hi-Viz).  

So no need to go home as we have everything 
you need for a free to enter, full and fun day out. 
Finally folks, do tell your friends to come along or 
bring them with you!  

Many thanks from the Astwood Bank Carnival 
team.  

 

HAVE A GREAT Day! 
  



THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

A great big THANK YOU from Astwood Bank Carnival Committee 
 

We rely on the support received from volunteers, local traders, businesses and of course 

you. It is not cheap to organise events like Carnival with insurances, licences, entertainers, 

advertising, and many other expenses to take into consideration.  
 

Please help us to ensure we can continue to organise a carnival and 

many other events to be proud of in years to come by giving 

generously on Carnival Day. Every penny received is reinvested in 

to Carnival to aid us in giving out money at the end of the year to 

local groups and organisations.  
 

A big thank you to those organisations who have made this year’s 

Carnival possible.  

A special thanks for support towards the printing of this programme needs to go to 

BROOD. We appreciate your support and donation.   

Also a wonderful gifted donation from Astwood Bank News was also gratefully 

received.   

 A&E Services 

 Allelys 

 Arden Estate Agents 

 Astwood Bank Operatics Society  

 Astwood Carpentry 

 Astwood Smiles   

 Beaumont Traffic Management 

 Botany Bay  

 Cllr Brandon Clayton 

 Cllr Mike Rouse 

 Cllr Craig Warhurst 

 Countrywide Grounds Maintenance   

 CSB Architectural Design Ltd 

 Davis Aggregates   

 Destin Hair 

 Dolphin Tec 

 Dormer Plant Hire 

 GS Adams 

 Hayward Wright Accountancy Group 

 

 Hollywood Monster 

 Laura Avis 

 Libby Belles 

 McGettigan Vets   

 MPF 

 Pete the Meat 

 Redditch Borough Council  

 Redditch Vehicle Hire   

 Roy Edwards 

 Ridgeway Secondary School 

 SE Davis & Sons Ltd  

 Smallprints of Bromsgrove 

 Tete a Tete 

 The Oddfellows Arms 

 Thomas Brothers  

 The Why Not Inn 

 Travis Perkins 

 West Mercia Police 

 Worcestershire County Council 

 

CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINTING 

SPECIAL THANKS GO TO: 



Sponsored by  

PIMM’S BAR 
British Pimm’s on a late Summers day! 

 

What could be better than a refreshing glass of the traditional British Pimm’s on a late 

summer’s day! The quintessential way to relax and watch the Carnival go by.  
 

The initiated know where to find us, but for those of you that have yet to experience the 
exquisite blend of Pimm’s No.1, lemonade and fresh fruit; a visit to the  

Carnival Pimm’s Bar on Carnival Day is a MUST!  
 

Here you can join the happy ranks of Pimm’s connoissers and be served by our friendly 
‘Pimm’s People’ who will tantalise your taste buds with a glass or jug of Pimm’s 

 

So, look for the Pimm’s flags, Pimm’s People and pop in for a  
Perfectly Palatable Pimm’s …… essential quaffing for all. 

CARNIVAL GRAND DRAW 
50p a ticket or £2.00 for a book of tickets.  

Available on the Carnival Field. 
 

You can also purchase tickets on Carnival Day up until 15:30 to be  
in with a chance to win some great prizes! 

1st Prize:  £100  cash 

2nd Prize:  Go Ape Tickets 

plus loads more days out and restaurant vouchers, so don’t miss out! 



  

  

  

  

Astwood Bank Neighbours – Community at its Heart!  

Astwood Bank Neighbours were an informal group of local volunteers who joined together to support 
the community they live in through a time of crisis. The aim was to ensure that nobody in the village 

was left isolated or without support at this challenging time.  

The group was mobilised at pace as the Country went into its first lock down back in March 2020. The 
Committee were 10 volunteers that live in the village and wanted to “do their bit” during the crisis to 
help their local community. They came from a range of different backgrounds and in their day to day 
lives had links to the church, the Astwood Bank Community group, the local council and representa-
tives from both Astwood Bank’s schools. The amazing volunteers group included neighbours from all 
walks of life - teachers, medical professionals, police officers, IT experts and much more. All offered 

there help and support for their neighbours and community, showing great dedication and empathy!  

The team quickly developed the protocols needed and the volunteer group to support high risk groups, 
those self-isolating due to your age and even our superstar key worker that needed a hand with any 
errands. 

What your Astwood Neighbours did for their community 

The team did many super things in a 14 month period through 2020/2021 that included a free delivery 
service for prescriptions. Taking, placing and distributing grocery orders supported by some of our 
great local shops. We also collected and delivered your supermarket Click & Collect orders. They as-
sisted with any local essential errands and provided information about local services and availability 
were needed. A specific team offered free Friendly Phone Calls for anyone who felt they would benefit 
from some additional company. That included a friendly chat once or twice a week to ensure that eve-

ryone had some well needed company at a time of isolation. 

All of this was done while following the Government social distancing and hand-washing guidelines to 

ensure we help keep everyone as safe as possible. 

Amazing efforts by amazing people 

100+ VOLUNTEERS SIGNED UP TO HELP 

1000+ TELEPHONE REQUESTS FOR HELP 

130+ FRIENDLY PHONE CALLS TO HELP BEAT LONELINESS 

250+ ESSENTIAL PHARMACY DELIVERIES 

120+ ESSENTIAL GROCERY DELIVERIES 

Great thanks for great people  

We would like to say a huge thank you to our incredible team of volunteers. We rarely had to wait 
more than a minute or two before somebody had offered their availability. This meant an agile and 
effective service for those that had used this service. It’s important we also thank our fantastic Key 
Workers who are kept things going within our village and out in the wider Country during this testing 
time. We have all seen the Astwood Bank community come together as a team to show care, kindness 

and support for each other... what a wonderful place to live! 

Thank you from the ABN Committee 



Photographs Courtesy of Redditch Standard  

The Astwood Bank Community Group in 2018 challenged the village 
to help us raise funds to provide Christmas lights across the village.  
With an initial injection of funds from the Community Group we 
started our project with the village and local business supporting and 

exceeding our expectations. 

Our first year we had a selection of 8 lamp posts lit up across the 
village which then gave us the appetite to grow this more the 
following year given the feedback that we received from the 

villagers. 

Year 2 and 3 only saw the light up project grow in size with most of 
the Evesham Road and crossroads lit up, along with a Christmas 

tree at the church. 

The future for lighting up the bank is still ambitions, with us waiting to 
expand on our selection of lights and look to deliver our very own 

switch on event.  

Lighting Up The Bank 



The Carnival are very excited to introduce our very own classic vehicle show on carnival day.  

You don’t need to be a petrolhead to love this new spectacular show! We will have a display 
of vintage and classic vehicles from tractors, steam engines, agricultural equipment, vehicles 

of interest and military vehicles on display   

Everyone will love the fun, interest and….yes, a fair bit of nostalgia on the day. This is going 

to be a great addition to the day and not to be missed.  

The Carnival would like to thank the North Worcestershire Vintage Tractor & Engine Club for 

their involvement in this aspect of the event.  

If you have a special vehicle, why not join us - register your interest by emailing 
chair@astwoodbankcarnival.co.uk 



HOME COOKED FOOD 
Evening menu available 

Tuesday - Friday: 5.30pm onwards 
Saturday: 4.00pm onwards 

 

SUNDAY LUNCH 
12.30pm till 3.30pm 

Please phone for bookings 
  

Live ‘Open-Mic’ night every Tuesday  
with loads of local talent.  

 

Every Wednesday 

Oddies Quiz Night 

with cash prize for the 

winner. 

FOREGATE STREET, ASTWOOD BANK - 01527 892806 
theoddfellowsarms.wixsite.com 







ASTWOOD BANK CALENDAR 

C 
ast your mind back to summer 2020. It's the first 
lockdown. Astwood Bank Volunteer Group is in full 
operation. The weather is glorious and nature 

continues regardless. 

Meanwhile. In Dark Lane somebody on a walk says 'it would 
be nice to capture how amazing Astwood Bank looks despite 
these strange times' and right there, the idea that became 

Astwood Bank Calendar was born. 

What followed became an amazing journey. I put the idea on 
Facebook with a link and an email address. I soon received 
over a hundred likes and dozens and dozens of fabulous 
photographs from all over Astwood Bank. Offers of help to 
make the calendar soon followed. At this point I should give 
special thanks to Mark Watkins for endless effort on the 

graphics to make the calendar possible.  

By September I had sponsors, lots of them, one for every 

month, I can't thank you all enough.  

Then followed endless adjustments, changes, corrections and 
tweaks until the calendar was finally ready for printing. 

November I received the printed calendars and once again I had the most fantastic support from local 
businesses. This time willing to sell and distribute the calendar despite many of them facing lockdown 

restrictions of their own, again, thank you all.  

With all the restrictions it took until June 2021 before we had the final total but thanks to everyone 
who helped make, support, distribute and buy our calendar, our £5 calendar generated £1,336.50. All 

of which has gone back into our community group fund for distribution back into Astwood Bank. 
  

So, onto my next project! Find out more on Facebook Astwood Bank past and  

present and if you are not on Facebook drop me an email to find out more!  
tonycal21@yahoo.com 

 Due to the fantastic central location of the Carnival Field at Ridgeway 
Secondary School this year we would encourage anyone where possible  

 to walk.  
 For those that walking is not an option there is limited parking at the 

Carnival Field, Ridgeway Secondary School.  
 There is an additional car park at the cross roads at Astwood Bank Park 

which is a 7-10 minute walk from the field.  
 Please always be considerate of residents when parking.  
  



Tête a Tête 

Hair and Beauty Specialists  
of Astwood Bank  

Established since 1994  

 

QUALITY AT ITS BEST 
 

Flexible Opening Hours,  

please ring for availability. 

 

 
  

  
  

 
  

Salisbury Villas, 1238 Evesham Road,  
Astwood Bank, Worcestershire B96 6AA 

01527 893378 

We are so proud to be part of Astwood Bank 
village, and we love you all xx 

Wishing you all the best for this years Carnival 











Tel: 01527 892627 
Orders by telephone are welcome 

 

Opening Hours: 

Monday 5pm - 9.30pm 
Tuesday - Closed 

Wednesday 5pm - 9.30pm 
Thursday 5pm - 9.30pm 
Friday 5pm - 10.00pm 

Saturday 5pm - 10.00pm 
Sunday 5pm - 9.30pm 

 
Open Bank Holidays as usual 

 

Minimum Card Payment £5 





Would you like to  

pick next years  

carnival theme?  
  

If so email us your suggestions to 
chair@astwoodbankcarnival.co.uk 

  
All suggestions to be submitted  

by the end of September 

REDDITCH ECONOMY AUTOS 
1300 Evesham Road, B96 6NA 

T: 01527 757171  M: 07887 677080 
E: redditcheconomyautos@btconnect.com 

W: www.redditcheconomyautos.co.uk 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

PROUD TO SUPPORT ASTWOOD BACK CARNIVAL 2021 
  

It’s never been easier to join in and  
take part in the Astwood Bank 
Carnival. If you belong to an 
organisation, own a business or are 
just a group of friends and family 
simply register your interest 
through our website and we will be 
in touch!  You can hold a stall, run  
a game, suggest entertainment, 
enter a vintage vehicle.   

Astwood Bank Carnival – 
the country’s BEST Carnival. We 
need you to keep it that way!   







COMMERCIAL GROUNDS MAINTENANCE  
covering Redditch and the South Birmingham Area 

 

Grass Cutting  |  Hedge & Shrub Trimming 

Sports Pitch Maintenance & Line Marking 

Winter Maintenance, including Leaf Collection & Gritting 
 

For more information, please call  

Chris on 07805 242257 
Email: c.gaunt@countrywidegrounds.com 

  

The Astwood Bank Carnival will return 
in 2022 taking place on the 8th, 9th and 

10th July 2022 
  

Please keep a look out on our website 
and Social Media accounts for more 

exciting information. 
  
  
  

  www.astwoodbankcarnival.co.uk 

Astwood Bank Carnival 2022 



Puppy Classes  |  Adult Dog Classes 

One-to-One Training  |  Dog Walking 

Pet Sitting 

Vicky Davies 
Telephone: 07855 793971 

Email: vickyspetservices@hotmail.com 
Web: vickyspetservices.co.uk 

 





Diva Dogs offers 121 grooming services for 
your treasured friend. I am city and guilds 

qualified and have a home based well 
equipped salon. I groom one dog at a time and 
a full groom includes bath, special face wash, 

dry, ear clean, nail trim and clip or scissor 
finish. I finish off with a dog cologne/perfume.  

My prices are reasonable and competitive.  

All dogs welcome up to springer spaniel size. 

Mobile: 07780 995257   
Email: jsillitoe@virginmedia.com 

 23 Church Road, Astwood Bank B96 6EH   

Dog Grooming 

mailto:jsillitoe@virginmedia.com








Email: neil@grantlogistics.co.uk 
Mobile: 07912 440224 

Grant 
Logistics 

Providing Transport 
Solutions for all  
your requirements. 



Award Winning Butchers in the Heart of Astwood Bank 
Enjoy a range of fresh produce from locally sourced rare breed pork, tasty local lambs 

and delicious Scottish Angus Beef. 

Hand Made Sausages in a variety of succulent flavours are available every day. 

Why buy supermarket ready meals with excessive salt and preservatives when our 
freshly made specials are available. Come and try our Hunters Chicken, Chicken Kievs, 

Pork and Beef Truffles and a wide range of other fresh, tasty and healthy specials. 

Our range of cooked produce, includes our famous Pork Pies, Sausage Rolls and Honey 
Roast Ham, all made in store each day. 

Don’t forget ……….. There’s Plenty of Treats at Pete the Meat 

Telephone: 01527 892654   Email: orders@petetm.co.uk 

Proud Supporters of Astwood Bank Carnival 









A & E Services Limited provide commercial security, maintenance and 
commercial and domestic cleaning services to many different sectors 

nationally, with our offices based in Worcestershire and Somerset. 
 

We have seen a significant growth in our business since the COVID 
pandemic, in the educational sector and provide these services  

to many schools and colleges. 
  

We are a transparent, competitive and professional company that work in 
partnership with all our customers and always have a flexible approach. 

Astwood House, 1262 Evesham Road,  
Astwood Bank, Redditch, Worcestershire B96 6AD 

t: 01527 592293   m: 07714 766027 
e: office@a-eservices.co.uk    
w: www.a-eservices.co.uk 

Proud to Support Astwood Bank Carnival 





At Dolphin Tec Limited we have over 50 
years experience in managed print solutions 

and digital transformation. 

We are committed to listening to our 
customers, understanding their business 
requirements and delivering a tailored 

solution. 

Working with leading manufacturers 
Toshiba, Kyocera, Papercut and Scanner 

vision we offer a complete managed 
solution built to the customers needs 

including designing a scope of works for 
installation, operator training, complete 

setup and remote support, striving to 
encourage increased productivity, improved 

document security and cost savings. 

 

For more information please contact us on 
the contact details listed below.  

Dolphin Tec are proud to support  
Astwood Bank Carnival 2021 





 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSTRUCTION COST CONSULTANTS 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS 

CHARTERED QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
 

Ridgeway House 
1 High Street, Astwood Bank, Redditch,  

Worcestershire B96 6DB 

Tel:  01527 894514 
www.ridgewaysqs.co.uk 

projects@ridgewaysqs.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Pleased to support Astwood Bank Carnival 



Carnival Themes 
1988 **not known** 2005 Heroes & Villains 

1989 Republic of Astwood Bank 2006 Carry On Carnival 

1990 Down Memory Lane 2007 Licence To Thrill 

1991 Once Upon A Time 2008 
Let’s Celebrate  
(21st Birthday for carnival) 

1992 Back To The future 2009 
In The Beginning  
(Charles Darwin Centenary) 

1993 That’s Entertainment 2010 Wonderful World 

1994 That Was The Year That Was 2011 Myths & Legends 

1995 Carry On Laughing 2012 Great Britons 

1996 Movie Mania 2013 Science: Fact or Fiction? 

1997 Classic Carnival 2014 The Commonwealth 

1998 Cartoon Capers 2015 Astwood Bank does Musicals! 

1999 Through The Looking Glass 2016 Time Travellers 

2000 Anything Goes 2017 30 years of Carnival 

2001 Blast From The Past 2018 Story Time 

2002 A Right Royal Romp 2019 Music through Time 

2003 Flights Of Fantasy 2020 Cancelled due to the Pandemic  

2004 Going For Gold 2021 LET’S CELEBRATE!  



Carnival  
Committee 

 

Ashley Hewitt - Chairman 
Matt Connor-Hemming  - Vice Chair 

Christine Stockton - Secretary  
Rob Harrington - Treasurer 

 
Alison Flower 

Charlotte Shepard 

Craig Warhurst 

Julian Davis 

Kiera Jauncey-Rock 

Rob Lomas 

Steve Connor-Hemming 

Tessa Hawkes 

Vicky Hewitt  

 
 
 





VISITOR  
INFORMATION 

  

OPENING TIMES 

The Astwood Bank Carnival held 11th 
September 2021 is open from 12:00 – 
16:30. This event is free to attend Last entry 
to the event is at 16.30pm. 
 

CAR PARKING  

Limited car parking is available. We would 
encourage as many to walk to the event as 
possible.  
 

GETTING HERE USING SAT NAV 

The postcode most appropriate for Sat Nav 
is B96 6BD. This will take you to the public 
car park.  
 

DISABLED VISITORS 

We have specific parking for our disabled 
visitors. Please show your Blue Parking 
badge to any of the parking attendants and 
they will direct you to the nearest space. 
Please be aware that disabled parking is 
limited so please arrive early to ensure a 
space. 
 

DOGS 

Visitors are welcome to bring their dogs to 
the show as long as they are kept on a 
short lead and remain under control. 
Owners are also responsible for cleaning up 
after their dogs. Dogs are strictly not to be 
left in cars. 
 

LOST AND FOUND CHILDREN  

If you lose a child on the showground 
please report immediately to a steward. 

Similarly, if you find a lost child please 
report to a steward as soon as possible. 
Lost children will be taken to Circus Skills 
arena. If a child (or other vulnerable person) 
is found, or reported lost, immediate contact 
should be made with any event steward, or 
the police. Once reported people should 
wait until an event official arrives. 
 

TOILETS  

Toilets are situated at various locations 
around the Showground. Facilities for 
disabled visitors are also available. 
 

HAND WASHING AND HYGIENE 

It is strongly recommended that anyone 
coming into direct contact with animals 
should wash their hands immediately 
afterwards and in particular before eating. 
There will be hand washing stations located 
around any livestock area.  
 

EMERGENCY 

Should an emergency occur at the event 
please contact the nearest steward who will 
be able to assist you. 
 

SMOKING 

Smoking is prohibited in any enclosed or 
partially enclosed public area. All cigarette 
ends should be disposed of once cooled in 
the bins provided.  
 

LOST AND FOUND PROPERTY 

If you lose or find any valuables/lost 
property on the event please report/take 
items to the Tea Tent located next to the 
Bar. Please do not leave your belongings 
unattended at any time. The organisers will 
not be responsible for any loss of property 
at the event.  
 



LOST AND FOUND PROPERTY 
Continued 

Lost property left after the day will be held 
for a limited period of time. Anyone wishing 
to claim lost items should contact the 
Secretary to arrange collection. Any items 
left after our retention period will be 
disposed of.  
 

FIRST AID 

This is provided by Studley First 
Responders. First aid posts are situated 
near to the car park entrance. If you need 
their assistance at the event, please speak 
to the nearest steward who will be able to 
help you. 
 

INFORMATION POINTS 

Information can be obtained from the 
entrance gate. 

CATERING AND BARS 

Numerous mobile catering units are located 
around the Showground provide a wide  
choice of Snacks, Ice Cream, Sandwiches 
and Drinks. The bar at the Showground 
sells alcoholic drinks. The main public 
catering area is located next to the Main 
Arena.  
 

CASH FACILITIES 

To make our traders lives easier, please try 
and bring cash with you where possible. 
Some traders will have access to mobile 
broadband for card payment transactions 
but others may not. 
There will not be a cash machine onsite at 
the Showground.  

ASTWOOD BANK - WORD SEARCH 
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